JET. 53]  DIVISIONS IN THE HOUSE  OF  COMMONS      347

seals of the Duchy of Lancaster, the King insisted on
putting Lord Aylesford's stick into his hand. Pelham,
being taken by surprise, accepted; but has since deter-
mined to decline the degradation of a statesman and
Secretary of State into a sort of Polonius.'

'June 16.

c You will see the remarkable divisions in the House
of Commons yesterday.1 Pitt was in a minority on his
own bill, the first and principal measure of his admin-
istration. This division took place at a period of the
debate when it was not expected, when neither side
had rallied their forces. The main division which took
place last night afterwards, on the question of post-
poning the bill three months, which meant throwing
it out, was carried by Mr. Pitt by a majority of only
twenty-eight or twenty-nine, I am not sure which.
This was a real trial of strength on Pitt's part at least,
and appears very decisive of his not having the sort of
hearty and personal support which is necessary in our
m present circumstances. I am going to escort Lady
Carnegie and fourteen young ladies to Vauxhall. Harry
and Fanny Temple are of the party, the Duchess of
Atholl, Lady Balcarras, Lady Perth, and Miss Drum-
mond.

611 am glad Gilbert sees Cobbett's trial in the light I
do. As there are so many thousand libels unnoticed
every week, I have always thought that the tendency of
Cobbett's writings should have prevented his being

1 On the Additional Force Bill.